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SECRET 
IDEALIST 

NRO REVIEW COMPLETED 


MEMORANDUM FOR : Assistant Director, Office of Special Activities 
SUBJECT : Systems XVI Development 


1. The Office of ELINT has investigated various aspects of the 
System XVI installation for the IDEALIST aircraft, and a complete 
proposal is being prepared for presentation to AD/CX5A. 

2. Oar study of System XVI has been extended beyond considera- 
tion of the airborne components in order to provide a complete project 
description for you. Agency and non- Agency requirements for the 
intelligence information which may he derived are being consolidated; 
the airborne equipment is being treated as a unitized package; and 
advantage will be taken of recent improvements in OEL processing 
techniques. The alternatives being studied here include the trade-offs 
between airborne processing of the intercepted signals and ground 
processing. Such ground processing as may be required will be as 
compatible as possible with equipment which the Agency now possesses. 

The operational data acquisition and processing sequence which will be 
applicable for System XVI is also being developed and will include 
recommendations regarding data processing at | | the aircraft 25X 

operational site, or headquarters HE PC, 

3. Our objective is to complete this study by the end of January 
so that possible funding considerations can be indicated for year-end 
funds. 



GEORGE C. MILLER 
Assistant Director for ELINT 
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WARNING 


This document contains information affecting the national security of the United States within the meaning 
of the espionage laws U. S. Code Title 18, Sections 793 and 794. The law prohibits its transmission or 
the revelation of its contents in any manner to an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner 
prejudicial to the safety or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any foreign government to the 
detriment of the United States. It is to be seen only by personnel especially indoctrinated and authori zed 
to receive information in th e designate d control channels. Its security must be maintained in accordance 
with regulations pertaining to j [ Control System. 
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